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|Building study

The doctors’ Tardis

Barbara Weiss Architects’unclinical GP
surgery provides ambience as well as ingeniously

compact spaces, writes Felix Mara.
Photography by Paul Riddle

Ithough it’s sometimes
reported as being in terminal
decline or patronisingly

dismissed as a quaint, naive vestige of
post-war altruism, the British are on
the whole justifiably proud of their
National Health Service. Bad press,
however shocking, reflects expectations
that it should be accountable and
reformist, and the original NHS ethos
is still very much alive. In the case

of GP surgeries, while some give the
impression they want to limit their

registers to the bare minimum, others,
like Wokingham Medical Centre,
radiate optimism and appear keen to
expand. When I visited the centre’s
new home with its designer Barbara
Weiss, three months after welcoming
its first patients in February, it was like
walking into a house party.
Anticipating a sharp rise in registrees
generated by 4,000 new homes
planned for the former market town,
and mindful that the floor space of its
existing premises in two separate >>
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months as part of the hygiene regime.
Weiss forewarned the partners that the
consulting rooms would overheat in the
summer and suggests awnings or solar
control film as possible remedies.

The waiting area on the floor
above has a long skylight and feels
like a traditional residential atrium.
As elsewhere, there are ventilation
slots rather than cumbersome grilles;
cupboard, access and fire panels are
regular and discreetly flushed into
walls. Natural carpet and timber
finishes complete the ambience, along
with halogen lighting in waiting areas
negotiated with building control. The
contrasting world of the treatment
rooms has high-performance lighting
and 10 air changes per minute.

‘Slightly “woman’s touch”, there are
dishwashers and tea points on every
floor,” says Weiss. It’s been designed so
things work, with storage for sugar and
coffee.” Staff are especially pleased with
the convivial, echoy common room
with its long bespoke table, and they’re
delighted with the glassy conference
room and roof terrace overhead.
Bhardwaj jests that the fine views of
the skyline and the countryside beyond
make it difficult to work.

Looking back across the backland
car parking, I realise Weiss is more
of an internalising Soane than an >>
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