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Only way is up, says skyscraper
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Ehe designer of the Shard, one of

urope’s tallest buildings, has hit back
at critics who say that skyscrapers will
ruin London’ skyline for ever.

Renzo Piano, who has been com-
pared to Leonardo da Vinci, has de-
fended his contribution to the “building
up” of London. “I don't think it is
sacrilegious to build new towers. Cities
face a choice of building up or building
out,” he told The Times.

He spoke after unveiling plans for a
224m cylindrical tower on the site of a
former Royal Mail sorting office in Pad-
dington. Next month, a planning appli-
cation will be submitted for the project,
which wouild create 200 new homes
and ease access to the railway station
for 300,000 people a day.

With more than 260 tall towers being
built or planned in the capital, critics of
the changing skyline have called for
greater planning control, claiming that
“inappropriate” designs are too often
waived through.

Barbara Weiss, an Anglo-Italian
architect who launched the Skyl}ijne
Campaign last year, warned that
Lond%n',: character was at risk. “There )
are other solutions to the housing crisis.

London could be a very successful mid-
rise city instead of one that is in danger
of losing its character and worldwide
status because it is becoming like any

Renzo Piano, designer of the Shard,
denied that high-rise developments
would be ghettoes for the rich

cious little jewel on top —a
small public garden that
anyone can go to for free.
“We have to accept

other metropolis of watered-down growth will come by in-
towers.” creasing the density in-
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