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The client’s view

Renee Salamon

Westminister Synagogue

“The project
was on paper
for 10 years”

R seemed uncetan whether the
refurbzhment would over come
off paper The synagogue is run
by 2 woluntesr cxeccutive

committes, it takes an enormous
amount of tme. My husband &
the rabbi of the community and

HLF 10ld us not 10 QO away - we
were the frst organsaton
awarded 3 planning grant of
£48,000 10 help us meke Dyee
or four separste spplcations
which address diflerent aress of
nead such &s sccess.
Weiss was not selecied
because she & Jewsh, she
came haghly recomnended
Swough members of the
communily She had aiso bid for
another synagogee ob | was
famiiar with. The community was
certainly more comionable - she
fekt 3 lot of sympathy with the
brief Beng of the Jewish fath
makes i 3 meaninglul project.

Have faith

Treating religious buildings like
any other, where building
regulations and revenue streams
come first, is not the way to
approach them. Every religion
has its own rituals and idea of
spirituality, Do architects need 10
share this? The answer seems 1o
be ves. Architects don't have 1o be
practising members of a
particular faith but they need 10
be sympathetic.

Burns is an Orthodox Jew and
the Hale Synagogue is part of that
community. When the job came
into the office he naturally ook it
on. ‘It definitely helped being
Jewish,' he says. "There are all
sorts of strange practices and
idiosyncracies that someone
would otherwise have to sit and
explain, even just the lights which
have to be cantrolled by a timer
switch on the Sabbath.’ Bumns still
had to make sure he got every
detail right. 'People may not be
very religious,” he says, ‘But the
architecture has to conform.’

Barbara Weiss has a Jewish
father but comes from 2 Jay
family She took lessons from hez
children’s Jewish tutor when
working on Westminster
Synmagogue. Her client Renee
Salamon says Weiss’ empathy was
important: ‘There Is a certain
comfort zone,'

Parry's St Martin's team has a
broadly Anglican background. "1t
is different to being an outsider
the faith,' says Party. ‘But the
question has never been asked.
As a designer you Immerse
yourself in rituals; there is no
reason not belonging should
prechude you from spiritual
understanding, afterail material
and light embody this.' His clien,
vicar Nicholas Holtam agrees. ‘T
don't think Eric is a practising
Christian,’ he says. ‘But he hasa
profound understanding of the
spirituality of the space’



